Inspection of Little Angels at
Bedlington
Swiftdale Close, BEDLINGTON, Northumberland NE22 7LF

Inspection date:

15 September 2022

Overall effectiveness

Outstanding

The quality of education

Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes

Outstanding

Personal development

Outstanding

Leadership and management

Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Outstanding

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding
Children of all ages are excited to enter this stimulating and vibrant nursery. They
have excellent attachments to staff, who welcome them with huge smiles and
cheery 'good mornings'. Babies hold out their arms, eagerly reaching for their key
person. Older children rush in, hurrying to hang up their coats and bags, impatient
to see their friends and for their learning to begin. This highlights the extent to
which children feel safe and secure in the nursery.
Children become deeply engrossed in their play and show exceptional levels of
concentration and motivation for their ages. They develop a thirst for learning and
confidently demonstrate their wealth of skills and knowledge. Older children are
articulate in communicating their interests to others. They instinctively and
confidently work together to extend their play. For example, children choose to
hold a fairy tea party and want to develop the activity to make houses for the
fairies. They work proficiently together to design the houses and collect the
resources which they need. As other children become interested, they are
welcomed and their ideas are listened to and valued.
Children demonstrate exemplary behaviour and show exceptionally high levels of
respect for each other and adults. For example, as older children ride on bicycles,
they are especially courteous. They ensure that they do not disrupt other children's
play by not bumping into them. Babies are curious and explore their environment
with interest and confidence. Younger babies intently watch other babies as they
bang beakers together. They beam with delight as older babies share the beakers.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?
n The management team and staff have high ambitions for every child to develop
a love of learning and achieve to the best of their abilities. Staff use the wealth
of detailed information about children's development from parents to plan
meaningful experiences to help children settle. Staff provide a first-class
curriculum which ensures that individual children's development builds on what
they already know and can do. This enables all children to achieve exceptionally
well.
n Children's communication skills are superbly supported. Staff expertly use
questioning techniques to challenge children's thinking. For example, they
encourage children to 'wonder' why apples float in water, but sand sinks. This
stimulates discussions between children and motivates them to find other
objects to experiment with. Staff talk of how they intentionally use bubbles to
help develop younger children's facial muscles, which makes them more adept at
making sounds and having clearer pronunciation.
n The management team and staff are highly attuned to the needs of children
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with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). They work in close
partnership with a wide range of other professionals to ensure that children and
their families get the excellent support they need. Consequently, children with
SEND are included in the nursery especially well.
Staff embed mathematics into their teaching of children across all ages. They
automatically count with babies as they chop bananas for snack. Staff expertly
use impromptu activities to support older children's learning of numbers in
context and extend their mathematical vocabulary. For example, children splash
water on the floor and jump onto the marks they have made. Staff encourage
children to count their jumps and to think of 'what number comes next'.
Children, from the youngest babies upwards, are enabled to develop their
independence and extend their 'have-a-go' attitude to learning. Babies are
determined to use tools, such as spoons, to feed themselves. Older children
serve their own food, deciding for themselves how much they wish to eat.
Children's faces show exceptional levels of intense concentration as they
carefully carry their plates to the table. As a result, children become capable,
confident individuals who are fully prepared to move on to the next stages of
their development.
Children in receipt of funding are very well supported and staff target funding to
meet their identified needs. For example, staff enhanced the environment with a
specific area to support children who need high levels of sensory stimulation.
This ensures that all children feel welcomed and valued.
Parents are exceptionally complimentary about the nursery and the service
which it provides. They value the outstanding and individual care given to all
children. Parents of children with SEND sincerely value the support that the
management team and staff give during the referral process and beyond.
Staff are proud to belong to this vibrant nursery. Strong teamwork and shared
high aspirations for the children are at the heart of everything they do. This is
reflected in the range of high-quality opportunities offered to children and the
excellent progress which children make in their development.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
Staff talk confidently about the signs and symptoms of abuse. They know who to
report to should they have concerns about a child. They are confident to contact
the local safeguarding partnership themselves if needed. Staff talk confidently
about the 'Prevent' duty, female genital mutilation and county lines. They teach
children to keep themselves safe. For example, older children write their own risk
assessments for the outdoor environment and check this space prior to using it.
Staff work with parents to understand the risks of using the internet and how to
keep children safe online. The management team has robust recruitment
procedures which ensure that only those staff allowed to work with children do so.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY460041

Local authority

Northumberland

Inspection number

10229658

Type of provision

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers

Early Years Register

Day care type

Full day care

Age range of children at time of
inspection

0 to 3

Total number of places

60

Number of children on roll

61

Name of registered person

Little Angels Fun Club and Nursery Limited

Registered person unique
reference number

RP520618

Telephone number

01670 737 274

Date of previous inspection

14 October 2016

Information about this early years setting
Little Angels at Bedlington registered in 2013 and is located in Northumberland.
The nursery employs nine members of childcare staff. Of these, six hold
appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or above. The nursery opens all
year round, from 7.45am until 5.45pm, Monday to Friday. It provides funded early
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection
Inspector
Denise Charge
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Inspection activities
n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.
n The manager and inspector carried out a learning walk. This helped the
inspector to understand how staff organise the early years provision and the
curriculum.
n The inspector observed the quality of education, indoors and outdoors, and
assessed the impact of this on children's learning.
n A joint observation of an activity was carried out with the manager.
n The inspector spoke with children, parents and staff during the inspection. She
took into account verbal and written feedback from parents.
n The inspector looked at various policies and documents, including those related
to the suitability and qualifications of staff and records of children's learning.
We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2022
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